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President’s Message

Ben Curtis

We definitely have the momentum going in

In an effort to include more of our residents in

Placerita Canyon. Another successful open meeting Canyon Based Activities, we have suggested the

was held at The Master's College in February.
Everyone in the Canyon should make an effort to
attend these quarterly meetings. Lots of things that
affect our way of life are discussed, and YOUR
PCPOA Directors need your input.

Val Thomas has provided us with a very infor-
mative contribution that should be read and studied
by all of the residents of our Canyon. The potential
for development that could injure our way of life
remains, and the hard, dedicated work of Val is
very important.

Our newest Board Member, Linda Tarnoff,
asks you to help her with your suggestions for fu-
ture PLACERITA GOLD honorees. If you have any
ideas for Newsletter or Web Site content, let us
know.

Placerita Canyon Power Posse as a way to repre-
sent Placerita Canyon in the Newhall Fourth of July
Parade this summer. It is intended to be FUN, noth-
ing too complicated, just fun. Drag your golf carts,
and specialty cars out, dust them off and join us.

All the news in the Canyon is not good news.
Long time canyon resident Ann Irvine passed away.
Many of you know Ann, or at least know of her
incredible drive and of her concern for our Canyon.
A former member of the PCPOA Board, Ann was
one of our most vigilant and fearless leaders. She
will be sorely missed.

Remember that Placerita Canyon is a special
place, unlike any other community in Southern
California....and it is up to YOU to keep it that way.

PLACERITA GOLD

Linda Tarnoff

EVELYN ADAMS

Tucked away in the middle of meandering
Placerita Canyon are a little red house and car-
port, fronted by a white stock loader, and a large
piece of land. This little humble abode filled
with family and nurtured by deep roots has been
home to Evelyn Adams since 1957. Once this
wonderful lady starts talking, you will be capti-
vated by her life experiences and memories, so
join me for the adventure.

The Beginnings

Originally from Wells-
ville, Kansas, at the age
of 13, Evelyn moved with
her family to the greater
Los Angeles area in 1938.
She attended Bret Harte
Jr. High School and
George Washington High
School. Her husband
James hailed from Texas
and was actively involved
with the 4-H.  When it
was time for his family to move to California, at
the age of nine he was invited by a family to stay
in Texas, something she is glad that he didn’t do
and came west. Evelyn’s first job was at the
dime store, and James worked at a feed store.
They met and later married on New Years Eve
in 1944,

In the early years, they lived in a house
trailer and traveled throughout California follow-
ing James’ work in the oil industry. She fondly
recalls they moved from place to place and that
was a fun time in her life. They set up camp in

Bakersfield, Ventura, Oxnard, Mendota, Coa-
linga, and Kettleman Hills. Evelyn said “when
you're young and in love, anything is fun, and
that was fun”.

Eventually the trailer ended up on the lot
next to her current home in 1950. When the
little red house came up for sale in 1957, they
made an offer and moved next door where they
have remained ever since.

Life on the Farm

Originally built in the 1940’s, the little red
house served as a
“summer home” for the
previous owners. When
the Adams moved in, they
immediately removed the
“choking” choke cherry
trees and filled the prop-
erty with livestock. The
farm then was home to
horses, 21 head of cattle,
pigs, goats, chickens,
ducks and pheasants.

The cattle grazed on Gene Autry’s adjacent
property for years. Evelyn recalls that when
Autry bought the baseball team (the Angels), all
the land came up for sale, eventually including
Melody Ranch. The cattle were then moved to a
hill pasture behind Eternal Valley where they
remained until James decided to move them
back. Ironically, he moved the cattle back on a
Saturday, and sadly passed away on a Tuesday
in 1974. She feels he had a premonition about
what was to come. Still in existence today is the

(Continued on page 3)




ONONDARKA RIDING CLUB Linda Tarnoff

champion who also was shown at Madison
Square Garden.

In addition to performing at horse exhibitions
and in parades as well as  successfully com-
peting in shows, what Onondarka was known
for is its very demanding Equestrian Dirill
Team, which previously had been located
near Griffith Park in Los Angeles. Consisting
of young bareback riders on color matched
horses using only neck straps to control their
mounts, with precision riding, the young
equestrians would tackle two foot jumps with
great ease as well as perform elaborate ma-
neuvers. In the early 1970's, Mary Frances
recalls that Onondarka relocated to Foxfield
in Westlake Village, near Thousand Oaks
where this world renowned excellence in
equestrian activities still exists today.

Former Atlasta Ranch owner and PCPOA
Board member Terry Payne and Alderbrook
resident Olga Kaczmar fondly recall riding over the hill to the unde-
veloped valley just north of Atlasta. Olga adds that Onondarka was
ultimately developed to Circle J. Ranch Estates starting in 1983, but
not before numerous trail rides and shooting some of the photos
included on page 6 of this newsletter.

As the Santa Clarita Valley continues to develop, it is hoped

Before Circle J. Ranch estates, and before Atlasta Ranch, was
a little bit of horsey heaven with its entrance near where the inter-
section of Oak Ridge and Via Princessa exists today. This little bit of
heaven was called Onondarka Riding Club.

Known for its lodge-like country club atmosphere, the very
quaint and unique Onondarka was a magnet for celeb-
rities and local residents alike who came to enjoy their
horses, have riding lessons, or just trail ride. In fact,
according to Placerita resident and equestrian Mary
Frances Larson, one evening a week, the parents of
the children in training gathered together for riding
lessons themselves; they were called the Carousels.
Furthermore, the property owners, the Symington
Family, would host underprivileged children in the
summer to have fun, ride, and swim at the luxurious
facilities. The resident trainer, Harry Symington, was a
renowned world class trainer, and according to Jack
Lilley, “he was as good as it gets, the very best”.

Also, Jack said that Onondarka was the setting for
Disney’s “Spin & Marty” series filmed in the 1950's.

The Onondarka grounds offered an actual hunt
field as well as dressage and jumping arenas. Ap-
proximately 60 horses were stabled in a large
wooden center aisle barn or in one of many corrals on
the approximately 100 acre property. It should be
noted that the infamous Placerita Fire of 1962 was
started in a manure pile here.

that recognition can continue to be given to the historical significance
of equestrian activities such as Onondarka as well as current interest
by developing an equestrian center in the greater Placerita Canyon
community for all disciplines that can complement existing facilities
and spur on local competition.

Several years later, in 1965, Mary Frances Larson recalls the
Olympic West Coast Equestrian Trials for the three day competition
had been staged there. In fact, she was to have been a competitor
were it not for an injury to her horse “Banker’s Hours”, a national
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Evelyn Adams (Continued from page 1)

stock loader; how-
" ever the barn is no
" longer there. In
addition, after
James’ passing,
g Evelyn donated the
pheasants to Hart
Park for their pro-

mu gram. Eventually

all the livestock

went their own ways.
Life in the Canyon

Evelyn says that life used to be
“neat” when they first moved in. She
called the canyon “vacant” and could al-
ways see deer and coyote walk up and
down the road. As building increased,
these sightings started to disappear. In-
terestingly, she also remembers a wild animal compound which raised
lions, tigers, and other different creatures of the wild, housed in a red
barn the other side of the wash (Placerita Creek). However because
people were afraid of the animals, the compound eventually moved to
San Diego. She says the barn is still there, located on Golden Oak
Road.

She remembers that behind her house was the “Happy Jack” camp
which brought children over from the city for the weekends to play in the
country. A little teardrop trailer was up the hill for the caretaker. She
never did meet this generous fella named Happy Jack but knew he ex-
isted. This camp extended over to where Pepperidge Road is now.

When she moved in, there was no Master’s College, only an old
building, but then of course it started to build out. Before Master's Gym-
nasium was built, she remembers Mr. Pettinger (as did previous
Placerita Gold’s Shirlemae Beverly) and his interest in wanting to build a
senior housing facility. However the canyon residents resisted this pro-
posal due to potential for too much traffic, not unusual behavior for our
neck of the woods.

Directly across the road from her place is the Placerita Canyon
Trailer Park. Previously known as the “Pink Pony”, the park was owned
by the Williams family. He was a cowboy. She mentioned that the
grandson Larry now owns the park and that his mother, “the cute little
thing that she was”, married a magician and used to be part of an act
where she came out of a light bulb!

She has fond memories of Saxonia Park over on Cleardale, and all
the parties that were held there in the 1950’s and 1960's. The park was
a special place to go after the celebratory Newhall Parade. Ultimately
the park was sold by the County during bleak financial times to what is
now Haven House Church.

Lastly, she admired Dorothy Reilly very much, a local canyon pio-

neer dedicated to preserving Placerita Canyon and the Oak Trees. She
also admired the Juarequi family who ranched on what is now the other
side of the 14. She counted Andy and Camille as among her friends.

The Traffic on Placerita

Until it was eventually closed as a public road, Placerita Canyon
was very busy. Evelyn says it usually took more than five minutes of
waiting before she could cross the road to get to her mailbox. The post
office refused to place a mailbox on her side of the street due to the
speeders, which still exist today but not in such great numbers.

Though she says life in Placerita is good, she feels that people
don't realize that though it might not look as
country as it used to, it still is country. She used
to be able to stop and talk while driving by, but
today people are in such a hurry to something,
and always going to fast. In addition, she sees
the kids crowded in golf carts, hanging out the
sides, as well as the kids standing up on their
motorcycles “jumping the bumps”. She’s just

worried that they
are going to get
hurt out there.

The World of
Green Thumb

Evelyn has
always loved to work. When she told me she used to work for Tips, | did
a double take and we laughed. But seriously, she did work at Tips Res-
taurant over in Castaic Junction, and then when it was closed, the staff
was moved over to the Tips on Lyons for a couple of years. She then
worked two jobs for a while, at Newhall School District in the cafeteria,
as well as at K-Mart on Bouquet Canyon. A Placerita neighbor, Betty
Heilase, who worked at Green Thumb, told her about a job opening.
When Evelyn went to interview, she remembers being hired on the spot,
and she has been there ever since.

This year she will be celebrating her 22 years with Green Thumb,
primarily as a Cashier, but she as well as the other devoted employees
do whatever is needed of them. Green Thumb is a “fun place” for Eve-
lyn, with many very special customers. She truly enjoys her days spent
there and thinks of Green Thumb as part of her family, sharing their
lives together.

Her Family

She and James had three children. Sadly her youngest son David
passed away from a heart attack at the age of 28 in 1992 She remem-
bers him hanging out with Shirlemae Beverly’s sons as they went to
school together.

She happily shares her home with her two other children, Kevin

(Continued on page 4)
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Evelyn Adams (Continued from page 3)

and Adria, Kevin's son (her grandson) Jimmy, Adria’s daughter (her

granddaughter) Wendy and Wendy's two young children Nicholas and
Colin. In other words, Evelyn is a great grandmother and speaks with

such pride of her two young great grandchildren which she actively ca-
res for.

Evelyn says “the house isn’t big enough but everyone lives here
cozily”. Note that this little three bedroom house has virtually remained
the same over the years only now is filled with toys for the little boys.

Her Baby

Parked out front under the carport is a faded green 1968 Ford Gal-
axy that she fondly remembers driving off the showroom floor in down-
town Newhall with three miles on it in 1968. At 500.000 miles, she
changed motors on it due to blowing smoke, but the engine is again
losing compression, so it’s time to get it fixed. In the meantime, she is
driving a new blue Ford Taurus

Parting thoughts

Having almost two acres of land, Evelyn loves the space and does-
n't want to live anywhere else. Her very deep family roots are embed-

ded here. She’s seen the changes, and feels the canyon has changed
enough. However, she wants to be sure that the Fire Department al-
ways continues to have its ability to use the land at the front of the can-
yon for water pickup which is very important, and she hopes any devel-
opment includes baseball diamonds!!

So the next time you drive down Placerita Canyon Road, take a
second look at the little red house, and journey back in time to a simpler
life, when cattle freely grazed in the hills behind with farm animals wan-
dering around. And if you're ever over at Green Thumb, do say hello to
Evelyn! She'll be the lady with the permanent smile at the cash register,
just waiting to say hello and wish you to have a wonderful day. But
don't visit her on Wednesday and Thursday as those are her days off,
and she loves to cook for her family!! She’s not much for television.......

Evelyn is truly our Placerita Gold! Thank you for enriching our lives
and reminiscing about life in Placerita Canyon. And this writer, for five
years now, having wondered about the little red house and white stock
loader, has come to learn that they represent over 50 years of cherished
memories and a life filled with love and simple work.

Linda Tarnoff

SNOW!!! January 2007. (Cold Too)

Photo contributions by Del Nelson,
Patti Rasmussen, and Linda
Tarnoff....

Send us your photos so that we can
include them on the website.

MARCH 5, 1940

The old Monogram Ranch, today called Melody Ranch, was home to a couple of movie shoots. One was "Rip Van
Winkle." The other was "Tomboy". They damned up Placerita Creek to form a small lake for the Tomboy pix.
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CURRENT STATUS

We have seen some changes in the Downtown Newhall
area and more are planned such as the re-striping project.
A Request for Proposal (RFP) on various projects in the
Downtown Newhall area was sent out; there was little re-
sponse. In fact, the majority owner of the 200 acres front-
ing our canyon, Alan Casden, was the only developer to
reply and requested the City consider the use of Eminent
Domain.

That is a scary concept for most of us, but Developers
must be assured they will be able to complete the ap-
proved project. If the City is not prepared to use Eminent
Domain, a single holdout could scuttle what the City has
approved and what the Developer has spent money and
man hours designing and engineering.

The North Newhall Specific Plan is at a standstill because
of the Dockweiler-Lyons railroad crossing. The Plan calls
for our 13" Street crossing to be shut down and all traffic
funneled out to Dockweiler, now proposed utilizing a
Roundabout circular roadway of traffic management.

The California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) and
Metrolink will not allow additional at-grade crossings. They
do not look favorably even at a one-to-one substitution. A
fly-over is not feasible as it would need a great distance to
ramp up and then come down. Paul Brotzman, Santa
Clarita Director of Community Planning, anticipates a 6-9
month delay while the City solves this conundrum.

TRAFFIC & getting from here to there

While Santa Clarita is facing some problems with the PUC

and Metrolink in regards to the railroad crossing, there are

some other considerations for those of us living in Placerita
Canyon.

13" Street — Present Volume
e Close to 400 single family homes, many with livestock

e 1200-1500 college with students and faculty and
growth proposed

e |arge pre-school

e 3 active churches with expansion proposed at the
Placerita Baptist Church

e Equestrian Facility

e Movie Ranch
Shopping area
To this, add the present traffic on Dockweiler

e 400 housing units — some of which rely on Dockweiler
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for vehicle parking
Elementary School

Additional traffic volume from the North Newhall Specific
Plan

e 600 additional residences

e 400,000 — 500,000 square feet of industrial/
commercial space

e Hotel/spa

e 50,000 square feet of neighborhood commercial

Additional elementary school (if Dr. Winger prevails)

One of the major proposals impacting Placerita Canyon is
the closure of 13" Street to be replaced by the construc-
tion of Roundabout to handle the traffic not only from Ly-
ons and Placerita Canyon, but from the Dockweiler exten-
sion as well. Many questions exist as to the ultimate viabil-
ity of this proposal, but we will reserve final judgment until
publication of a comprehensive traffic study now underway.

PCPOA Proposals

The North Newhall Specific Plan will affect both the quality
of our lives and our property values. Done properly, the
Plan will enhance value; done wrong, it will destroy the
quality of life we have come to enjoy in Placerita Canyon.

Placerita Canyon residents as well as the PCPOA Board of
Directors must be heard on:

1. Newhall Redevelopment Committee: As the North
Newhall Specific Plan goes forward, we (along with Mas-
ter's College) need to take a seat with the other stake-
holders of this project.

2. We need to protect our Special Standards District.

3. We need to speak to project density and be certain it is
compatible with our Special Standards.

We need to make certain the roads are adequate for the
additional traffic generated by the project.

It is vital Placerita Canyon residents, not just the PCPOA
Board of Directors be actively involved in this process as it
goes forward.  We need more people to attend meetings
and to speak up with suggestions, not criticisms. To find
out how you can help, email Val Thomas at PCPOA.com
or call her at 255-2967. For further information on Rede-
velopment, please refer to the PCPOA.com website for a
simply written explanation.

PCPOA NEWS



Placerita Canyon Trails Council

HORSE AND HIKING TRAIL MEETING COMING!!

Now that Spring is in the air — which means more and more canyon residents will be out enjoying the
beauty that Placerita has to offer -- the Placerita Canyon Trails Council will be holding a gathering in
May to meet and greet..... We want to hear from you your issues and concerns as well as share with you
our vision for the canyon and surrounding areas. In addition, an informative presentation will be made
on Animal Evacuation plans.

Watch the mail for a flyer as to date, time and location. Please join us.
Till then,
Happy trails everybody!!

Photos Taken in 1983 showing two views of Onondarka Ranch
before development into Circle J Estates. Included in the pho-
tos is a very happy “ZAPATA”. Thanks to Olga Kaczmar

OPEN SPACES NO MORE??

A grassroots coalition, the SCV Save Open Space Committee, has encouraged the Santa Clarita City
Council to form a benefit assessment district to preserve undeveloped land. The City Council is ex-
pected to pass a resolution at its first meeting in April to formally request property owners to approve
the special district.

This district would allow the City to buy undeveloped land within the SCV and keep it as open space.

By supporting this measure you will be helping keep our community safe, increase property values and
ensure our high quality of life now and for future generations.

Or to paraphrase Judy Collins, “don’t you know it seems to go, you don’t know what you’ve got till
it’s gone. They take Paradise and put up a parking lot”. It’s not to late to make a difference.

MELODY RANCH UPDATE

Now that the pilot series “John
from Cincinnati” — a drama about a
dysfunctional multi-generational
surfing family mentally rooted in
the 60’s starring Austin Nichols,
Luke Perry, Rebecca DeMornay,
Ed O’Neill, and Bruce Greenwood — has migrated to Imperial Beach for additional filming, Melody Ranch is starting to
gear up for the annual Cowboy Poetry Festival to be held the last weekend in April.

Once again, acclaimed entertainers such as Baxter Black, Don Edwards, the Sons of the San Joaquin, Cowboy Celtic,
Chris Isaacs and Wiley and the Wild West, to name just a few, will be gracing the stage with their colorful perform-
ances. In addition to the music and storytelling, the studio will turn into a weekend food court, western memorabilia
and clothing mercantile, truly a paradise for connoisseurs of the old west. And if you are new to the neighborhood or
haven’t yet been inside, do stop by the Melody Ranch Motion Picture Museum and pick up a little interestin’ history
about our local studio.

Then after the last ballad has been crooned, and the last cowboy poem recited, Melody Ranch will prepare for the
return of “Deadwood” this summer, two feature length films envisioned to wrap up the saga of the series.

So now you have the latest scoop for what’s going on at Melody Ranch.
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PLACERITA CANYON POWER POSSE [PCPP] Ben Curtis

During a recent brainstorming session (Okay... so we were having coffee at the Saugus Café'), several of the
PCPOA Board Members suggested that Placerita Canyon should be represented by an entry in the Newhall Fourth Of
July Parade. Given the wonderful array of vintage motor powered vehicles stabled here, we thought that we should
create our own entry highlighting Placerita Canyon’s finest motorized ponies. And what an entry that would be!

We could have Model T’s, roadsters, old trucks, Chargers, choppers, maybe an ol’ Mustang or two, a race car,
tricked out golf carts, as well as what you have hidden and polished in your garage just waiting for an invite to be
shown off.

If this sounds like fun to you, and you can dedicate one evening to a meeting in Mid to late June, -- and join us
for a day of fun on the Fourth—we can once again demonstrate that Placerita Canyon is a (horse) powerful force to
be reckoned with. Just a rumor, but the PCPOA Board might even throw in a backyard family style picnic following
the parade......... Just a rumor!! And all entry participants will be given custom designed Placerita Canyon Power
Posse caps to wear with pride during the parade and future canyon excursions.

So..... get out your motorcycles, race cars, motorcycles,
(both highway legal and otherwise), choppers, road
bikes, golf carts, small dune buggies, hot rods, classic cars, not so classic cars, old beaters, custom cars (even the
trailer queens), whatever you would like to show off. This isn't a show, there are no cheap trophies, if you prefer
# thatyour car be trailered, that is cool too..... Though we’re doin' this for the fun, we will be judged by the Parade
Committee, so there’s always a possibility of receiving an award. Just Join In The Fun!!

Contact Ben Curtis (bwcurtis@pacbell.net), or Linda Tarnoff (haveahunchranch@aol.com), or just call Ben at (661)
212-4054, and let us know of ANY ideas or interests. Visit the PCPOA on the web at http://www.pcpoa.com and
you will find a form there to make it easy to contact us.

A Montana cowboy was overseeing his herd in a remote mountainous pasture when suddenly a brand-new BMW
advanced out of a dust cloud towards him.

The driver, a young man in a Brioni suit, Gucci shoes, Ray Ban sunglasses and YSL tie, leans out the window and
asks the cowboy, "If I tell you exactly how many cows and calves you have in your herd, will you give me a calf?"

The cowboy looks at the man, obviously a yuppie, then looks at his peacefully grazing herd and calmly answers,
"Sure, Why not?"

The yuppie parks his car, whips out his Dell notebook computer, connects it to his Cingular RAZR V3 cell phone,
and surfs to a NASA page on the Internet, where he calls up a GPS satellite navigation system to get an exact fix
on his location which he then feeds to another NASA satellite that scans the area in an ultra-high-resolution
photo.

The young man then opens the digital photo in Adobe Photoshop and exports it to an image processing facility in
Hamburg , Germany

Within seconds, he receives an email on his Palm Pilot that the image has been processed and the data stored.
He then accesses a MS-SQL database through an ODBC connected Excel spreadsheet with email on his Blackberry
and, after a few minutes, receives a response.

Finally, he prints out a full-color, 150-page report on his hi-tech, miniaturized HP LaserJet printer and finally
turns to the cowboy and says, "You have exactly 1,586 cows and calves."

"That's right. Well, I guess you can take one of my calves," says the cowboy.

He watches the young man select one of the animals and looks on amused as the young man stuffs it into the
trunk of his car.

Then the cowboy says to the young man, "Hey, if I can tell you exactly what your business is, will you give me
back my calf?"

The young man thinks about it for a second and then says, "Okay, why not?"

You're a Congressman for the U.S. Government", says the cowboy.

"Wow! That's correct,” says the yuppie, "but how did you guess that?"

"No guessing required."” answered the cowboy. "You showed up here even though nobody called you; you want
to get paid for an answer I already knew, to a question I never asked. You tried to show me how much smarter
than me you are; and you don't know a thing about cows...this is a herd of sheep.

Now give me back my dog.
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Placerita Canyon Property Owners’ Association
Post Office Box 222204
Newhall, CA. 91322

Or Current Resident

Working To Preserve and Enhance Life In Placerita Canyon



